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Think Global, Act Local 
Summary 
In this activity students consider how travel differs between countries around 
the world and how other factors affect travel choice. Students will work in 
groups to role play three travel scenarios. 
See links to Western Australian Curriculum at end of this lesson plan. 
Year Level: PP – 6 
Teaching and Learning Resource 

Learning outcomes 
This activity will provide an opportunity for students to: 

• Stimulate discussion about lifestyle, innovation and technology 

• Understand the distribution of resources globally 

Resources 
• Butchers paper or digital blank canvas  

• Think Global Act Local scenarios (Resource Sheet 4) 

• Student in Australia 

• Student in South Africa 

• Student in Germany (all at the end of this document) 

Teaching and learning ideas 
Teachers are encouraged to use a range of the teaching and learning ideas provided. The teaching 
and learning ideas provide opportunities to address multiple learning areas. Teachers can modify and 
extend ideas for different year levels and phases of schooling. Teaching ideas have been aligned to 
the Western Australian curriculum including identification of learning area, strand and sub-strand. 
1. Students will be divided into groups of 3-4 and given a scenario. 
2. Students are asked to read their scenario and construct a role play based on it. 
3. Student groups will then be asked to present their scenario to the class. 
4. Ideas in drama from different cultures- Each group document ideas originating from different 

cultures 
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5. Each group completes a matrix on the presentation of the role play and a display of artworks to 
enhance their meaning. Matrix to include content, delivery, props, improvisation skills to explore 
new movement ideas and voice and movement techniques for selected drama forms and styles. 

6. Reflection on how ideas, feelings, beliefs and viewpoints have been expressed to an audience, 
including considering feedback. 

7. After each scenario compare the three different lifestyles and discuss the positives and the 
negatives for each mode of transport. 

8. Discuss how each form of transport may have affected the environment, health, social interaction 
and fun of the person concerned. 

9. Discuss the differences in the economic characteristics (e.g. per capita income, energy 
consumption), demographic characteristics, transport restrictions/requirements/expectations, 
sustainability focus (e.g. population size, density) and social characteristics (e.g. life expectancy, 
education) of a selection of countries across the world. 

10. In small groups discuss the impact of changing technology on people’s lives (e.g. at home, work, 
travel, communication, leisure, toys) and how the technology of the past differs from what is used 
today. 

11. Students choose a country or place in the world. Write a story about a person from this place and 
their transport options. Research common modes of transport for that country before you begin. 

12. Construct a language ladder - choose modes of transport from all over the world and construct a 
language ladder that has an icon, word in English, word written in different language(the country 
of origin) and a description about that mode of transport in that country. 

Extension 
Discuss sustainability of cites around the world and compare the transport in these cities to Perth. 
Utilise Resource Sheet 5 - Three transport stories. 
Units of measurement- ask students to convert and construct suitable data displays, with and without 
the use of digital technologies, from given or collected data. Include tables, column graphs and picture 
graphs. 
Whole school approach: 

• Students could present the role play at assembly. 

• Write a story about and add photos and/or video of the role play to website 
www.yourmove.org.au/schools. 

 

Table 1: Links to the Western Australian Curriculum – Health and Physical Education 

Strand Substrand 

Personal, social and 
community health 

• Being healthy, safe and active 

Table 2: Science 

Strand Substrand 

Science inquiry skills 
• Planning and conducting 

• Processing and analysing data and information 

 

http://www.yourmove.org.au/schools
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Table 3: The Arts: Drama, Media, Visual Arts 

Strand Substrand 

Making 

• Choreographic processes 

• Skills and techniques 

• Performance 

• Voice and movement 

Responding 

• Sharing the arts through performance, presentation or display for an 
audience 

• Developing skills and processes 

• Exploring ideas and improvising with ways to represent ideas 

Table 4: Humanities and Social Sciences 

Strand Substrand 

Historical Knowledge and 
Understanding 

• The past in the present (Year 2) 

• Community and remembrance (Year 3) 

• Australia as a nation (Year 6) 

Geographical Knowledge and 
Understanding 

• Places are both similar and different (Year 3) 

• A diverse and connected world (Year 6) 

Humanities and Social 
Sciences skills 

• Questioning and Researching 

• Analysing 

• Evaluating 

• Communicating and Reflecting 

Table 5: Languages  

Strand Substrand 

Communicating • Informing 

Table 6: Mathematics 

Strand Substrand 

Statistics and probability • Data representation and interpretation 

Cross curriculum Priorities: Sustainability 
General Capabilities: Literacy, Information and communication technology (ICT) capability, Critical 
and creative thinking 
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Resource Sheet 1 - Think Global, Act Local 
Scenarios 
Australian Year 5 Student in 2016 
Mia is 10 years old and is in Year 5 at Maylands Primary School. Mia lives 1 kilometre from her 
school. On a school day Mia wakes up at about 7.30am and eats her cereal while watching the 
morning cartoons on the television. When Mia is ready for school she jumps in to the car (a 4WD) with 
her little brother and her mum drives them to school on her way to work.  On the way Mia sometimes 
drives past her friends who ride to school. 
 

South African Year 10 Student in 2016 
Onkebetse is 15 years old and attends Ramatu High School. The school has pit toilets and one tap for 
over 750 students. Onkebetse walks to school each day. The school is three kilometres from her 
village. Onkebetse would like to encourage others to walk to school to keep the air pollution free. 
School finishes at 1.00pm and she walks home with her friends. 
 

German Student 2016 
I’m Tim, and I’m now 14 years old. I cycle 5km to school every day. I cycle in a big group and there is 
always a lot to talk about. It is also easier to concentrate at school after being out in the fresh air. We 
even cycle on rainy and snowy days, which is better than sitting in an overcrowded bus. If I want to go 
to the city I take the tram. 
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Resource Sheet 2 - Three Transport Stories 
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(These stories have been reproduced with the kind permission of Transport for London) 
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